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PERSONAL 
INFORMATION 

 

Name / Surname Valentina Malafoglia 

E-mail valentina.malafoglia@sanraffaele.it  

Citizenship Italian 

 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
 

             Date 

 

Business 
 

Main activity and 
responsibility 

 
 

 
Name and address of 

employer 
 
 

Type of activity 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 May 2023- ongoing 
 

Post doc 
 

Pi of the project “Persistent pain in pharmacologically or surgically treated osteoarthritis: 
the role of the Mu-Lympho-Marker as a candidate innovative diagnostic tool.” Aim of the 
project: pain biomarkers discovery. 

 

  
San Raffaele, Roma. Via di Val Cannuta 247, 00166 
 
 
 
Cell biology. Molecular biology.  Biotechnology. 
 

             Date  June 2012– May 2023 

Business Post doc  

 
Main activity and 

responsibility 
 

 
Acute and chronic pain pre-clinical and clinical research. 
-Pre-clinical research: Danio rerio, Mice and Hydra vulgaris as animal models for the 
study of evolutionary pain pathway. 

  -Clinical research: pain biomarkers discovery. 
Data analysis and scientific papers writing 
ISAL Foundation National and international relationships management.   
Teaching at ISAL Training School in Algological Sciences.  

 
Name and address of 

employer 
 

  
Professor William Raffaeli, ISAL Foundation Research Institute, via San Salvador 204  
 47922 Torre Pedrera – Rimini. Collaboration with IRCCS San Raffaele of Rome and 
University of Roma3. 

 
Type of activity 

 
 

Date 
Business 

 
Main activity and 

responsibility 
 
 
 
 

 
Cell biology. Molecular biology.  Biotechnology.  
 
 
October 2007- February 2009 
Research Fellow  
 
Study of the respiratory system flogosis after infections and immune system evaluation with 
regard to Tuberculosis.  
Written translations, from English to Italian, of scientific papers for AJRCCM (American 
Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine) ITALIAN VERSION. 
 
 

mailto:valentina.malafoglia@sanraffaele.it


Name and address of 
employer 

University of Perugia. Santa Maria Hospital of Terni, Professor Lucio Casali, Department 
of Health care, Lung diseases section.  
 

EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING 

 

Date March 2009-March 2012 

Qualification PhD in cellular and molecular oncopathology.  

Principal subjects 
covered or skills 

acquired 

Study of nociception in Zebrafish (Danio rerio) to validate the fish as a new animal model 
to study pain.  
Skills in molecular and cellular biology; management and husbandry of zebrafish facilities, 
working with embryos, larvae and adult fish. Ability to present scientific data in front of a 
scientific committee. Scientific papers writing. 

Name and type of the 
institution 

University of Palermo. I worked at Sbarro Institute-College of Science and Technology, at 
Temple University of Philadelphia (PA), during the 3 years of my doctorate. 

 
Final score 

 
Optimum 

 
Date 

Qualification 
Principal subjects 
covered or skills 

acquired 
 

 
 
 

Name and type of the 
institution 

 
Final score 

 
Date                                                                              

Qualification 
 

Principal subjects 
covered or skills 

acquired 
 

Name and type of the    
Institution 

 
 

Date                                                              
Qualification 

 
 

 
 

Principal subjects 
covered or skills 

acquired 
 

Name and type of the 
institution 

                                                 
 

 
2004-2007 
Master in medical Biotechnology.  
Final (experimental and distinguished) thesis in Cytogenetics (Blood Diseases and Medical 
Genetics, Department of Hematology): “ NUP98 involvement in human Leukemia ”. 
Aim of the thesis: NUP98 new partners genes identification, clinical and pathological 
associations, by using F.IS.H. techniques (Fluorescent In Situ Hybridization) in interphase 
and metaphase cells. 
 
 
University of Perugia; Faculty of Medicine and Surgery; Department of Haematology, Blood 
diseases and Medical Genetics.  
 
110/110 cum laude 
 
April-September 2006 
ERASMUS, European project. 
 
Activities of Molecular Cytogenetics, training in interphase and metaphase F.I.S.H. 
methods, for human leukemia studies, by working at the final thesis. 
 
 
Katholieke Universiteit of Leuven: Centre for human genetics. Leuven, Belgium. 
 
 
 
 
2001-2004 
Doctor in Biotechnology. First level degree. 
Final (experimental and distinguished) dissertation in Pharmacology:  
“Study of caspases activation led by glucocorticoids in T-cells using western-blot techniques”. 
 
Evaluation of caspases -3-8-9 activation led by dexamethasone in T-cells. Proteomics. 
 
 
 
University of Perugia, Faculty of Mathematics, Physics and Sciences, University of Perugia.  
 
 
 



 
PERSONAL SKILLS 
 

 

Mother tongue Italian 

       Other                                                   
language(s) 

 

English, France 

  

Job-related skills Conventional and molecular cytogenetics 
Interfase and metaphase F.I.S.H (Fluorescence in situ hybridization) techniques, probes 
preparations, cariotype analysis by using fluorescence microscope. 

 

Molecular biology 
Cloning: culture broth, plates, solutions, competent cells preparation; DNA and RNA 
extraction; sequences analysis by using data bases and specific software; PCR, qPCR, 
plasmids preparations, enzymatic digestions, agarose gels, gel cleaning. 
In situ hybridization of zebrafish embryos and larvae: preparation of specific mRNA 
probes, solutions and analysis of the results through fluorescence microscopy. 
 
Cellular biology 
Cell culture and flow cytometry.  
 
Animal husbandry 
Zebrafish husbandry: feeding, breeding, eggs collection, microscope analysis. 
Hydra vulgaris husbandry 
 
Proteomics 
Western blot, immunohystochemistry 
 

Computer skills 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SCIENTIFIC 
PUBLICATIONS 

Highly confident with: 
- Windows 3x, 9x, ME, XP 
- Office: Excel, Power Point, Word 
- Adobe Acrobat Reader; Photo shop 
- Internet: Pubmed, NCBI, Ensamble, Prime3, T-coffee, Kegg Genome, Oligo 

analyzer, Metazone 
- Smartcapture digital image analysis system (fluorescence microscope, Olympus-

Provis) 
- Software Metasystem (Althussheim, Germany) 
- DNA strider  
- Serial Cloner 
- Diva software Acquisition and analysis (LSR Fortessa X-20 flow cytometer-Becton 

Dickinson) 
- GraphPad Prism  
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doi: 10.2147/JPR.S303186. PMID: 33833560; PMCID: PMC8019660. 
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DETECT ENVIRONMENTAL CHEMICAL CONTAMINATION. Ecotoxicology. 2017 
Apr;26(3):396-404 

 
18. Traversetti L, Del Grosso F, Malafoglia V, Colasanti M, Ceschin S, Larsen S, Scalici 

M. THE HYDRA REGENERATION ASSAY REVEALS ECOLOGICAL RISKS IN 
RUNNING WATERS: A NEW PROPOSAL TO DETECT ENVIRONMENTAL 
TERATOGENIC THREATS. Ecotoxicology. 2017 Mar;26(2):184-195. 
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BOOK’S CHAPTERS 
Puca A, Malafoglia V, Giordano A. CANCER STEM CELLS: TARGETS FOR FUTURE 
CANCER THERAPIES. 2011. Stem Cells: From Mechanisms to Technologies 
 

ADDITIONAL  
INFORMATION  

 
 

Scientific Meetings, congresses and conferences: 
  

 2023. Pain in Europe XIII: the 13th Congress of the European Pain Federation 
EFIC, Budapest. Poster presentation. 

 2022. 4th European Congress on Clinical Trial in Pain, Vienna, Austria. Poster 
presentation. 

 2021. 40th congress SIF. Poster presentation. 

 2019. 11th congress of the European Pain Federation EFIC. Poster presentation. 

 2017. Neuropathic Pain Congress. NeuPSIG 2017. IASP. Gothenburg, Sweden. 
Poster presentation. 

 2014. EFNA (European Federation of Neurological Associations), Mind and Pain 
Workshop 2014. I was member of the general assembly. 

 2014. World medicine park, Minorca, Spain. 

 2014. 6th SIMPAR MEETING - SIMPAR 2014 Study in Multidisciplinary Pain. 
Poster presentation. 

 2014. PAE (Pain Alliance Europe) meeting in Bruxelles. I was member of the 
general assemblyat the European Parliament. 

 2013. PAE (Pain Alliance Europe) meeting in Bruxelles. I was member of the 
general assembly. 

 2013. xSample Portugal 2013, Lisbon. 

 2013. EFIC international pain Congress, Florence. 

 2013. International pain Congress Simpar, Pavia. 

 2012. 14th World Congress on pain, IASP International association for the study of 
pain. 

 2011. Mid-Atlantic SDB Meeting, University of   Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA.  
 

Scientific meetings as a speaker: 
 

 2021. Congress Federdolore-Sicd 2021, Bologna. "Biomarkers nella terapia del 
dolore" 

 2019. Congress Federdolore-Sicd 2019, Rome.” Markers biologici nel dolore 
cronico: quali traguardi?”.   

 2017.  Congress Monotematico SIF  2017. “The pharmacological basis of novel pain 
therapeutics”.     

 2016. National Congress  19° Seminario SIF Dottorandi, Assegnisti di Ricerca, 
Rimini. “Nociceptive-like responses  mediated by Transient Receptor Potential 
Melastatin-3 (TRPM3)  in Hydra vulgaris”.  

 2015. National congress FederDolore-Sicd 2015, Rome. “Il sistema antinocicettivo  

 nell’evoluzione”. 

 2014. National Congress, San Michele all’Adige: La terapia del dolore: uno sguardo 
verso il futuro. “Ricerca di base applicata alla clinica :utopia?”. 

 2014. National Congress  FederDolore-Sicd 2014, Milan. “Evoluzione del sistema 
antinocicettivo”. 

 2013. National congress FederDolore-Sicd 2013, Rome. “Il modello animale nella 
ricerca sul dolore”. 

 
Scientific activity 

 Scientific translation (English to Italian) for AJRCCM. 

 Activity of  scientific paper reviewer for the Journal of Cellular Physiology, 
Biomedicine & Biotechnology journal and Journal of Neurochemistry, International 
journal of molecular science, Diagnostics 



 Guest editor for the Journal of Personalized Medicine and Diagnostics. 

 Teaching at ISAL Training School in Algological Sciences. 
 
Membership 

 Member of the Scientific committee at ISAL Foundation school  

 Member of Noldus Zebrafish Research Panel 

 Member of Italian Society of Pharmacology 

 Member of the Editorial Board of our New Journal Fighting Pain. 
 
AWARDS 

 2022 (current): Winner, as a Pi, of Bando ricerca Finalizzata “Giovani ricercatori” 
GR-2021-12375174. Title of the project: “Persistant pain in pharmacologically or 
surgically treated osteoarthritis: the role of the MuLympho-Marker as a candidate 
innovative diagnostic tool.” 
 

 2017: “In memoria di Giorgio Mariot”. Award and fellowship for pain medicine 
research 
 

 2014: YOUNG AGAINST PAIN; Title of the project: “the zebrafish: a new animal 
model for acute pain studies.” 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 


